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EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITION PLACES SURREALISM IN PERSPECTIVE, OCTOBER 3 THROUGH 
JANUARY 6, 1980 AND COMPLEMENTS MAJOR EXHIBITION THE SPIRIT OF SURREALISM, 

OCTOBER 3 THROUGH NOVEMBER 25, 1979 

From Leonardo to Jackson Pollock, from Aristotle to Freud, the irrational 
and non-ordered facets of human experience have provoked striking works of art 
and poetry and radical theories of perception. Although the key figures of the 
surrealist movement claimed no definite artistic heritage, they were aware that 
certain artists of the past shared aspects of the "surrealist spirit," 

An examination of these shared aspects is presented in the educational 
exhibition Surrealism in Perspective , conceived and organized by Michael Lawrence, 
staff member in The Cleveland Museum of Art’s Art History and Education 
Department, as a complement to the major exhibition. The Spirit of Surrealism , 
providing background for it with photographs of the work of surrealism’s 
precursors. Images by more than forty artists and related excerpts from poetry 
and prose are included. 

Rather than a survey or a chronology. Surrealism in Perspective groups 
works as they relate to particular surrealist doctrines. Fantasy and hallucination 
saturate works by Bosch, Goya^ and Dali; the unbridled physical movement, 
or automatism, that is sometimes defined as the fundamental surrealist procedure, 
is recorded in works by Arp, Masson, and others; and free association finds form 
in chance or random images, as in Leonardo’s "discovery" of battle scenes in 
stains on a wall and in the Rorschach inkblot test. 

In addition to photographs, the exhibition includes six works belonging 
to a private collector: two Dali drawings --including one that Dali considers his 
finest--two Magrittes, one Tanguy, and one Ernst. Lawrence’s text serves as 
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a useful guide to the small educational show and an informal introduction to the 
major exhibition. Both Surrealism in Perspective and its publication are 
supported in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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